The Adoption of Inoculation for Smallpox in England and France. By Genevieve Miller. (Pp. 355; illustrated. 49s .) London: Oxford University Press. 1957. Whatever shortcomings there may be in the author's style and manner of presentation, her subject is of the greatest interest and she has collected information on it with immense industry and care. The introduction into this country of inoculation against smallpox during the first half of the eighteenth century was an important step towards the scientific control of disease but probably few, even of those concerned with preventive medicine, will have more knowledge of the subject than perhaps some vague recollection of the name of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Even the part played by this lady was, we find, much less important than that of many others who have been forgotten.
In these days of controlled trials of vaccines with their ethical and other problems it is fascinating to read of the experiments on prisoners in Newgate Jail in 1721, and the attempts at statistical appraisal of the results of inoculation by the Royal Society in Newton's day. One may well ponder over the reasons why only one among so many intelligent men should have questioned the comparability of fatality rates from smallpox in the general population and those resulting from the inoculation of selected patients. The social and medical reasons why inoculation was accepted in England, but only much later in France, are analysed and there is an excellent account of the theories then held on the causation of smallpox.
Perhaps because inoculation has so often been dismissed briefly in the introductory sections of histories of vaccination, the author may have chosen to mention vaccination with equal brevity in this book. The relation of the one to the other could with advantage have been examined more fully. The Organic Psychoses. A Guide to Diagnosis. 1958. This book is written primarily for hospital resident doctors but is addressed also to all doctors bewildered by the difficulties of this branch of medicine and to psychiatric nurses and social workers and psychologists.
It is a guide and is not intended to be an encyclopedic textbook, but aims to simplify the MAY problems of diagnosis in patients having symptoms of "organic" type. A straightforward ietiological classification of organic psychoses is followed by a section in which the diseases are briefly described. The authors are aware that this section may be criticized as being too sketchy; taken by itself it certainly is but used in conjunction with larger texts and as a guide to the post-war literature in English, it will be of value to psychiatrists in training, quite apart from its obvious use, suggested by its synoptic form, in preparing for the D.P.M. examination. The second half of the book is largely devoted to the clinical description of 25 illustrative cases. The final chapter lists appropriate diagnostic investigations. There is a good index. The price seems exorbitant.
The Neurologic Examination. By Russell N.
DeJong, M.D. 2nd ed. (Pp. xv+ 1078; illustrated. £7 Os.) London: Pitman Medical Publishing Co. Ltd. 1958. The title of this massive tome of over a thousand pages is not adequate to describe its contents, for it corresponds to such a work as Dejerine's "Semiologie des Affections du Systeme Nerveux", which a generation ago was the standard work of its kind, and is still unsurpassed.
Professor DeJong's work is a compendium of the anatomy and physiology of the nervous system, together with an account of all the known physical signs and syndromes of nervous disease. In addition to this, it does contain detailed instructions upon clinical methods of examination as its title indicates, and includes such methods as perimetry and the examination of the cerebrospinal fluid. Finally, it contains accounts of named clinical entities or "diseases".
It is, therefore, in its way, a manual of nervous diseases, and thus far more than a guide to the examination of the nervous system. Its details are so numerous and comprehensive that it will prove a useful work of reference for the postgraduate student of neurology, and for the professed neurologist, but not for students and practitioners as the author suggests.
Its physiology is its weakest point. As far as the brain is concerned the author gives us something of everything that has been said-most as a result of animal experiment, which cannot be directly or without qualification applied to man -and reveals the fearful confusion into which the experimental physiology of the cerebral cortex fell during the years between the two wars.
In short, this work is the product of an inability to leave anything out, that is, to select. Its price will, of course, effectively inhibit its use by students in this country.
